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Flies & Lies 
We are the NIFC 
     Since 1977, the North 
Idaho Fly Casters Club has 
been dedicated to all facets 
of the sport of fly fishing by 
providing a wide range of 
educational, social and   
conservation opportunities  
to the fly fishing enthusiast. 
 
Inside this issue: 

Wyoming Ranch/Madison     1 

FFI Virtual Expo                    1                 

President’s Message             2 

Rod and Net Building            2 

President’s Message (cont)        3 

Project Healing Waters         3 

Club news           4 

Calendar      5 

Youth Fly Tying                      5 

FOTM — Squirmy Wormy    6                                           

Conservation Comments      7 

Birthdays                                7  

Henrys Lake & Georgetown  8 

September Program Review 9 

President’s Message (cont)     9 

St. Joe Fishout                    10 

Wyoming (cont)                      11 

Projects                               11 

CDA River Cleanup             12 

Conservation (cont)                12    

Officers-Trustees/ 
  Club Name Badge            13 

Corp. Membership         14/15 

 

VIRTUAL EXPO 2021 
November 5-7, 2021 

  

Fly Fishers International (FFI) has transformed its annual Interna-

tional Fly Fishing Expo into a virtual event for 2021, completely 

reimagining how fishing enthusiasts from around the world can  

enjoy the Expo from the comfort of their own home. 

“Our goal is to have fun while learning and immersing ourselves in 

everything fly fishing,” 

— Patty Lueken, Chair of FFI’s Virtual Expo Planning Committee 

October 2021 
Fishing Trip to Wyoming Ranch and the 
famed Madison River 
By ROD AND LESLIE BALSLEY 

 
     A bucket list trip for us has been to go 
to a dude ranch/fishing destination. We 
chose the Spotted Horse Ranch outside 
Jackson, Wyoming in late August. It 
couldn't have been better. We drove to 
get there and got to see some stunning 
views of Western Montana. The ranch 
was a combination fishing and horse-
back riding plus other optional activities 
like white water rafting, outdoor hot 
springs and a rodeo. They have an        

in-house fishing guide 
and we fished the snake 
river for cutthroat with 
hoppers and droppers. 
The fish were plentiful but 
slow to take the fly and 
many were missed along 
the way. 

See WYOMING page 11 



 
 
 

     Another month has passed, and we finally         
received some relief from the heat and fires.  My   
travels took me through Washington, Oregon and  
California and the substantial amount of burned   
acreage along the way.  It was sad to see one contin-
uous piece of charcoal stretching from Klamath to Mt. 
Shasta.  I hope that we will see the rains bring these 
fires to a close soon. 
     This month I thought I would write about those 
people who represent our sport and help us become 
better fly fishers – The Fly-Fishing Guide.  They are 
there to help put us on the fish, read the water, give 
feedback on our cast, and teach us about how they 
view their environment.  I have been fortunate enough 
to hire guides at a variety of locations from Belize to 
Alaska.  Getting to know them has been a great     
experience for sure, mostly because they are pas-
sionate about fly fishing and have a great understand-
ing of the area.  I have also learned that as much as 
we would like to have a perfect trip, they are human 
too.   
     An example of this occurred when we were in Ore-
gon on the Rogue River fishing for steelhead in 2015 
over a three-day period.  The lodge provided us with a 
different guide each day, and one of these was a 
young fellow who worked very hard to make sure we 
had everything we needed to make it a memorable 
experience.  My fishing buddy, Paul, and I noticed 
that he was working perhaps too hard and wondered 
about his level of experience. He came recommend-
ed, but soon we had that feeling that he was trying a 
little too hard (if you know what I mean).  We loaded 
the truck and headed upstream for the drop-off point.  
We exited the truck before he backed down into the 
water, offloaded his boat and asked us to stay with 
the boat while he parked.  Picture this – the ramp is 
on a steep bank, and the parking area is just to the 
left of the ramp, but uphill from the river about fifty 

feet.  Paul and I watched as the guide slowly backed 
his trailer and truck into the parking spot, only to turn 
left while in reverse, and drop his right front wheel off 
the retaining wall!  We quickly tied the boat to a log 
and rushed up the hill to make sure he was okay, as 
his truck was hanging over the edge which was about 
a twenty-foot drop.  When we got there, we heard 
some very choice curse words as he slammed his 
door!  He turned around and was surprised to see us.  
He apologized and then admitted that this was his first 
year as a guide.  Now all of us were surprised!   
     Luckily, we were able to continue our float trip, 
while AAA took care of the truck which met us at our 
takeout point ten miles downstream.  While we hoped 
for a better day, and frankly a more experienced 
guide, it turned out that we did have some success 
that day despite the drama.  Paul and I still talk about 
that day.  
     Another time, we hired a guide who had vast expe-
rience.   Our guide in Belize was born and raised a 
fishing guide.  His father and grandfather guided and 
passed on their knowledge to Cesar.  Clearly the level 
of confidence was present.  Imagine three genera-
tions of local fishing experience!  One could say that 
he had no choice but to become a guide.  He was 
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President’s Message 

By RICHARD BIRKETT 

See PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE  page 3 

ROD & NET BUILDING 
 

     With fall in the air, it’s time to think about what you want to do this winter. Historically our club has held 

Rod Building and Net Building class’s. We have had a few questions already and the answer is YES. There 

will be a signup sheet for each class at the October and November meetings. There will be a meeting to or-

der rod blanks and materials in January. Time and place to be addressed soon. So, start thinking about 

what you want to build. There are a lot of places to help you decide on a rod. Mud Hole and Anglers Work-

shop are a few. 

Dave Londeree    



able to easily connect with our group and often told 
jokes as well as give advice.   He was well versed in 
English, knew a lot about life in the United States and 
even was aware of several of our Major League     
Baseball teams.  This      
location had several guides, 
all locals, who enjoyed the 
search for tarpon, bonefish 
and permit, or the Grand 
Slam as they call it.   
     Everyone gathered at the 
end of the day, with a cold 
beer and a dip in the pool, 
including the guides, to talk 
about the day’s events.  Not 
all guides fraternize with the 
guests, but it’s great to have 
time to listen to those who 
share their knowledge and 
it’s a trait among the better 
ones.   
     There are more women involved as guides now 
too. One of our guides in Montana was Stephanie, 
who worked hard while floating ten mile stretches of 
the Bitterroot and Big Hole rivers.  She had been 
guiding for a few years, after working her way through 
entry level positions at the lodge, including Assistant 
Chef.  When winter comes, she’s in Argentina doing 
the same, guiding at a lodge.  These two locations 
have honed her skills making her a premier guide in 
our sport (in my opinion).   
     Stephanie can find a way to the fish, while still 
teaching and helping the client to enjoy the trip.  One 
morning after breakfast, several of us were waiting to 
hear from our guides as they finalized plans for the 
day.  She had already prepped and loaded the truck 
and boat, unlike some of the others. She spent time 
the night before with the newbies, helping them with 
their casting and walking them through what to expect 
the following day.  She knew there is always a little bit 
of shock that one goes through with a new experi-
ence, so she wanted to make sure we were comforta-
ble and ready to go, making that day a better experi-
ence.  She invested her own personal time so that we 
all could have more time on the water.  Several   
members of our group were appreciative and enjoyed 
their first trip as a result.   
     Guides come in all sizes and styles.  They are 
coach, teacher, buddy, cheerleader, and listener.  
They are excited about going fishing.  Some have 
businesses to run, while others only guide.  Some go 
hundreds of days a year, while others may only do 30 
days or less.   
     I look forward to those days when I can hire a 
guide to learn new water.  I have learned that a guide 

is more than that too.  They are well versed in the  
local economy, geography, and environment.  And on 
those days when my cast is not working, I’ll hear a 
voice behind me saying “You are dropping your      

elbow” just when I need it.  
They have seen it all and 
most have the patience to 
help.  The things that I 
learned from guides over the 
years have had direct impact 
on my understanding of fly 
fishing.  They have all the 
local intel too, like that     
perfect bar in Wisdom after 
a superb day on the Bitter-
root, or the fly shop in Ennis 
that had a new net, both of 
which came in handy for a 
variety of reasons!   
     Lately, guides have     
become more involved with 

environmental issues.  My first guide was in the      
Sierra’s, and we were fishing Hot Creek.  At that time, 
his radar included the local predators (mainly eagles 
and ospreys), and the typical  seasonal changes 
causing a growth of grass that clogged the channels.  
Today, our guides have become conversant in a    
variety of topics ranging from low water levels, Hoot 
Owl restrictions, invasive species, erosion, and   wa-
ter temperature.  I dare say that none of that was in 
their vocabulary back then. The list goes on depend-
ing on where you are at.  Some guides have even  
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VOLUNTEER LEADERSHIP NEEDED 

Project Healing Waters  

Fly Fishing 
     The Coeur d’Alene PHWFF program has been 

placed on inactive status until we find a Program 

Lead. When a volunteer is willing to take on the task, 

it can easily be reactivated. NIFC remains our spon-

soring fly club. 

     If you, or someone you know may be interested in 

leading the Coeur d’Alene Program, please contact 

Alan Fitzpatrick, Northwest Regional Coordinator at 

(503) 910-9588.  

Your help is greatly appreciated! 

See PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE  page 8 



CLUB NEWS 
 
THE NEXT CLUB PROGRAM  
     

     NIFC holds dinner meetings from September 
through May on the third Thursday of each 
month.  

        October  21st 
            

 Coeur d’Alene Inn 
 506 W. Appleway Avenue 
 Coeur d’Alene, Idaho 
 

Wet Fly Hour at 5:00PM 
Dinner at 6:00PM 
Speaker at 7:00PM 

 

      TEMPORARY RSVP CHANGE:   
          OCTOBER DINNER ONLY  
     Reservations and dinner choices can be made  
by emailing Dave Londeree at  
 dlonderee@roadrunner.com  
 or call (208) 946-6621.  
 

     Dinner options for the October 21st meeting 
are Grilled Steak, seasonal vegetables or       
Vegetarian for $18.00.  Deadline for reservations 
is Monday, October 18th at 9:00AM. 
     Please pay for dinner at the door with cash, 
check or card. A 75 cent card-use fee will be  
added on. 
     Constance Dove, a local wildlife/nature   
artist will present some of her work and tell  
us about her passion for her genre of art.    

    
MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS 

     2021-2022 club dues can be paid at the next 
monthly meeting or by mailing them to: 
 

North Idaho Fly Casters 
P.O. Box 1698 
Coeur d’Alene, ID 83816-1698 
 

Annual Membership Dues: 
$30.00   Family/Single/Senior 
$50.00   Corporate/Business  
The membership year is September 
2021  through August 2022.   
 
 

 

NEW MEMBERS 

     Pete and Debbie Mahoney 
 
BUCKET DRAWING NEWS 

     It was good to see you all at the September 
2021 meeting. Although a little short on numbers, 
we were large in enthusiasm. Thanks to all that     
donated and to those that purchased tickets. The 
monthly raffles are the number one fund raising 
for the club. Winners this month were:   
Ed Martell, Howard Fennimore, Sylvia Bach, 
Wayne Hudlemeyer, Dave Gillmor, Tom Black 
and Janet Reagan. 
     We hope to see you all on October 21st. Its 
now time to start gathering raffle items for the BIG  
December raffle. If you have items to donate, 
please let me know (208) 920-9000.  
Dave Gillmor 
 
 

LIBRARY NEWS 
     Please return any Library items (books and 
DVDs).  Contact Stephanie Snook at  

 208-818-6831 or email to   

 ladysnook@hotmail.com  

and make arrangements for returning the items.   

Thank you! 

Stephanie Snook 
 
 

MERCHANDISE 
     To order something with the NIFC Logo    
printed on it, call Adam Mills at (719) 469-9891. 
 
 

FLY OF THE MONTH BOOKLET 
     If you are a fly tier or want to be, this is the 
book for you. A collection of five years of the Fly 
of the Month in booklet form. Cover to cover filled 
with flies from Jim Rogers and a few from Dave 
Londeree. It can be yours for $25.00 + postage or 
pick them up at the club meeting. 
Dave Londeree 
     dlonderee@roadrunner.com 

208-946-6631 
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December 2021 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30 31  

November 2021 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30     

CALENDAR 

 

October  

  14th — NIFC Board Meeting 

  21st — NIFC Meeting 

 

November 

   5th - 7th — FFI Virtual Expo 2021 

  11th — NIFC Board Meeting 

  18th — NIFC Meeting 

  25th — Thanksgiving 

 

December 

   9th — NIFC Board Meeting 

 16th — NIFC Christmas Dinner 

 25th — Christmas 

  

 

Start where you are.  

Use what you have.  

Do what you can.  

Arthur Ashe 
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October  2021 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 
   31 

25 26 27 28 29 30 

YOUTH FLY TYING 

     Here we are in October and a new school year has 

started. I am sure the schools in our area will be       

contacting us to resume our “FLY TYING” classes  

this year. Several of you have helped in the past and  

I hope you will again. Of course, Covid 19 is still   

hanging around and is on your minds. I know the 

schools will have protocols that will be followed. I will 

keep everyone up to date and hope to see you soon. 

Dave Londeree   
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Fly of the Month: Courtesy of Dave Londeree 
 

SQUIRMY WORMY 

 

 

HOOK:  Size 14-10 Nymph hook                                                                                                                                         

THREAD:  6/0 color to match the body                                                                                                                              

DUBBING: Color to match the body material                                                                                                                             

BODY: Squirmy wormy, color you desire 

Picture by NANCY WHITT 

 

1. Pinch the barb flat and mount the hook in your vise 

2. Start the threat at the hook eye and wrap back to the 

bend of the hook. 

3. Apply a small amount of dubbing to the thread and 

form a base for the body material. 

4. Apply more dubbing material to your thread and tie 

the worm body material to the hook. This material is 

very soft and a bare thread will easily cut the material.  

5. Whip finish at the hook eye and you are done.  

6. You can get 2-4 flies from each piece of material in 

the package. 

7. Pictured is RED. The material comes in several colors. 

 

 

Good things come  

to those who tie. 



October Conservation Comments 
By TOM McLAUGHLIN  / ED LIDER 

 
     At our September general meeting Craig 
Cooper, Limnologist with the Idaho Depart-
ment of Environmental Quality was able to  
provide an overview of a new initiative that has 
been brought forth by Idaho Governor  Little. 
This initiative is "Idaho’s future plan for Lake 
Coeur d’Alene". This is a solicitation for       
projects to help minimize and reduce the  
phosphate levels in Lake Coeur d’Alene. This 
initiative is a fast track initiative which requires 
project applications to be submitted promptly. 
Potential projects that would be included in this 
initiative are shoreline restoration, riparian  
buffer zones, and any other surface water   
runoff mitigation practices within the Coeur 

d’Alene Lake watershed.  Attached is a link that provides a greater in-depth   
discussion on how to submit your Projects.  
https://www.deq.idaho.gov/coeur-dalene-lake-advisory-committee-notice-
of-solicitation 
 
     I’ve included a brief write-up (below) from Andy Dux, Fisheries Manager 
with the Idaho Fish and Game regarding the progress that is being made 
on the  upgrading of the Priest River into a cold water fishery. Two year's 
ago Chip Corsi with the  Idaho Fish and Game gave our membership a nice 
presentation regarding the project. As we see the population grow in North 
Idaho and subsequently Northeast Washington, it would be nice to have 
additional fisheries to take the load off of the North Fork of the Coeur 
d’Alene River and also the St. Joe River.  Idaho Fish and Game is looking 
for additional support to try to make this a reality. Andy will also be a speak-
er at our February membership meeting. Please plan on attending that 
meeting to gain greater knowledge regarding this project.  Also, there was a 
virtual public meeting that was hosted by Fish and Game on September 22. 
The attached link is the recorded copy of that meeting. 
https://idfg.idaho.gov/Z5U 
 
     "For several years now, our agency has been assessing the feasibility of 
implementing a coldwater bypass on Priest Lake.  The basic concept is that 
instead of having warm surface water flow out of the lake and into the 
Priest River, a pipe would be used to replace the warm surface water with 
cold water from depth.  This would result in colder water in the river during 
the warm summer months and improve habitat for coldwater fish species 
(i.e., cutthroat, bull trout).  The Priest River is currently a poor fishery and 
the primary limitation for trout species is warm summer temperatures.  The 
project has potential to really improve the Priest River fishery, which I     
assume would be desirable to many of the North Idaho Fly Casters 
group.  Some of your members have inquired with us about this project in 
the past, so I wanted to share a link to the virtual public meeting we are 
holding tomorrow evening.  We’ll be sharing the latest results from the    
feasibility assessment.  Please feel free to share this with your member-
ship.  I’d also be happy to visit with the group about this project at a future 
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Bill Wolfe  

October 6 

 

Jeff Correll   

October 7 

 

Lamar Bennett 

October 31 

 
Bonnie Boehm 

October 31 
 

Sylvia Bach 

October 31 

See CONSERVATION pg 12 

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.deq.idaho.gov%2Fcoeur-dalene-lake-advisory-committee-notice-of-solicitation&data=04%7C01%7C%7C5446f1adcc2a43a4c6a608d983b28af0%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637685625117162395
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.deq.idaho.gov%2Fcoeur-dalene-lake-advisory-committee-notice-of-solicitation&data=04%7C01%7C%7C5446f1adcc2a43a4c6a608d983b28af0%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637685625117162395
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fidfg.idaho.gov%2FZ5U&data=04%7C01%7C%7C29dc53edaa5a47d3cf4508d9844f1fee%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637686297636923966%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMz


     With all the covid restrictions about traveling to 

Canada, Chuck Leis, Paul Eldredge, Terry Wallgren 

and I decided to stay fairly local and check out Henrys 

Lake. Henrys Lake is located in southwest Idaho 

about 15 miles west of Yellowstone National Park. 

We were very lucky and found a few campsite cancel-

lations at Henrys Lake State Park with full hookups. 

The Park is great. Clean and tidy campsites and    

restrooms with a shower house close by.   

     It is still an eight-hour drive from CdA so plan an 

extra day on both ends of you trip. There is another 

campground on the other side of the lake. Bill Forme 

Memorial is operated by the county. A nice and clean 

park with spacious sites but NO hookups (no genera-

tors after 10:00 PM) If you need to charge trolling mo-

tor batteries the hookups at the state park worked out 

well.  

     The fishing was GREAT. Several fish over 20” and 

a few 24 inchers were brought to the boat. Most of the 

fish caught were hybrid “Cutbows”. When I say sever-

al fish, I mean SEVERAL FISH. Paul received a new 

nickname. “Catch them all Paul” really showed us how 

to do it. Chuck was not far behind him in the total 

count. Terry and I didn’t have the big numbers as 

Chuck and Paul, but we still did quite well. 

     Three days at Henrys then on to Georgetown  

Reservoir. We did have a small bit of a problem on 

the way. About 10 miles from the Anaconda turnoff on 

I-90, I had the right front tire on my trailer blow out. 

Lucky for me Chuck was behind me and called right 

away. We changed the tire and made it to Anaconda 

and found a tire shop. In short order I had a new set 

of tires (I really needed them) and we were on our 

way to camp.  We camped at the Stuart Mill Bay 

Campground. Nice clean camp but no hookups. So, 

charging batteries by generator was the ticket. 

Georgetown is a great lake but it seemed that the  

fishing was a bit off this year. We did catch some nice 

fish and had a great time. Dinner at Barkly’s Supper 

Club was outstanding as usual (you better go hungry). 

All-in-all it was a great trip with good friends. We are 

already planning next year’s outing.  
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HENRYS LAKE & GEORGETOWN 

By DAVE LONDEREE 



become resources for governmental studies and com-
panies who want to know more about what is happen-
ing on the water.   
     Yes, some guides are better than others.  They 
have good and bad days just like us.  They are just as 
human as we are but when we have the right guide, 
spending a day with a guide pays dividends.  This is 
precisely what attracts many of us to the sport, which 
is to have fun and be a better fly fisher and these folks 
have the exact same goal.  
     We can help make our guide better by communi-
cating our expectations ahead of time.  Making that 
call to reserve a date should include questions about 
his/her level of experience, fishing sites, gear that 
should be brought and/or supplied, and travel time    
to the site.  Sharing our levels of experience is       
important.  I have had guides bring another guide 
when our group was mostly beginners, and that saved 

the day.  If we listen to how they plan to meet our   
expectations, then the learning starts, and our trip will 
be more successful.  It’s the ticket to seeing just how 
this professional enjoys fly fishing with us!    
     While in Montana, I had the treat of spending a 
day with Craig Fellin, Founder of the Big Hole Lodge.  
Craig spent the day with us on the Beaverhead, in a 
section on a ranch with several miles of winding     
water.  We were on a section where we were fishing 
streamers and he was showing us the concept of 
loading the rod by letting the line float down the river 
before casting as opposed to making a false cast and 
scaring the fish.  While he was in the middle of the 
lesson, he let the line float downstream and just as he 
began his cast, an 18” brown struck.  Craig nearly 
launched that fish when he went to cast and the 
shock on his face was something else.  I thought that 
with all his experience, there couldn’t be anything left 
on this earth that he hadn’t already seen.  This gentle-
man, who has been a part of fly fishing for many   
decades, still finds days when something new       
happens and it surprises him.  He told me later that 
this was why he loved fly fishing so much.     
     I believe that our sport is evolving and guides such 
as Stephanie, Cesar, Craig, and that young fellow 
(who shall remain nameless for obvious reasons!) are 
an important part of this evolution.  We need Craig for 
his leadership, Cesar for his point of view, and   
Stephanie’s passion to carry us into the future.  My 
Oregon guide is also needed because he will learn 
and get better at helping others.  I hope you, too, can 
spend a day with a guide and soak as much 
knowledge as you can, while having a ball with a   
person who loves fly fishing just as much as you do! 
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September Program Review 
By FORREST WHITT 
 

     Our first program for the 2021/2022 meetings was 
a seminar on still water fishing delivered by Troy Bal-
lard from Boise.  Troy covered techniques, tackle, 
PFA (Positive Fishing Attitude) and as he put it, “A 
Thousand little things” that can affect your success 
fishing still water.  Troy fishes still water at Henry’s 
Lake, Duck Valley impoundments and many lakes in 
Idaho.  Troy worked 4 years as a steelhead guide 
near Whitebird Idaho and is quite a hand with a drift 
boat or spey rod.   
     Troy’s presentation is available to club members 
upon request.  Please send requests to for-
rest_whitt@hotmail.com if you are interested in a 
copy.  
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     The smoke was fairly heavy 
Wednesday morning when I left 
Coeur d'Alene for Huckleberry 
Campground down on the St. 
Joe River.  Honestly I would 
have cancelled the Fish Out in 
these conditions but it was too 
late!!   
     It was late morning when I 
arrived at the campground (site #3) and the smoke was clearing and it 
was fairly clear by the time I got my camp set up.   
     Our newest member Jeff Kvaternik and his lovely wife Karen were 
there to meet me (site #4).  Jeff and I went down to the group camping 
boat launch to try our luck.  As you can see Jeff could wade almost all 
the way across because the water was so low!!   
     Thursday Dave and Doris joined me and we enjoyed a warm after-
noon.  Friday dawned cool and cloudy with rain in the forecast so Dave 
and I went to work on getting the Sloppy Joes ready for Saturday’s 
lunch  "Sloppy Joe's on the Joe"!  We ended up with 2 1/2 gallons of 
Sloppy Joe's when we were done!! 
   Just as we finished, Victoria and 
Charles paid us a visit and we had 
a pleasant afternoon relaxing and 
chatting.  Dave and I took a break 
later before the rain started. 
   Shortly after dark, the rain started 
and it rained all night!!  Something 
about rain on a tent that puts me to 
sleep!!  Except when it got real 
heavy, sort of like a machine gun!!  
It quit at sunrise and at noon the 
sun popped out to start a very nice 
afternoon. We loaded the Sloppy 
Joe's into CrockPots to cook until 2 
pm when lunch would start.  We 
had a Birthday Celebration during 
lunch. It  was Doris' Birthday.  All in 
all it turned out a nice day  —    
sunny, warm and smoke free!!! 

St. Joe Fishout  
By JACK HISE 
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     We also walked and fished the Hoback River which went right by 
the ranch and was a chance to work on our roll cast! One adventure we 
wouldn't want to repeat.. is getting caught on the Snake river in a huge 
thunderstorm complete with hail. We were soaked and even had to 
pump out the boat! The ranch was great fun and highly recommended. 
     From there we headed to Ennis which we had heard so much about 

as a fishing destination. We checked 
into the Rainbow Valley Lodge, who 
had arranged our guide. Great place to 
stay! A long float on the Madison River     
resulted in the best fishing day we'd 
had in a long time. The highlight was a 
21 inch rainbow that was the biggest 
fish Leslie had ever landed. That night 
we celebrated our day with a delicious 
meal at the McAllister Inn.  
     A great trip - can't wait to go back! 

WYOMING from page 1 

Pre-proposals for Projects in the Coeur d’Alene Basin 
By CRAIG COOPER 
 

As part of Governor Brad Little’s “Building Idaho’s Future” initiative, the Idaho Department of Environmental 

Quality (DEQ) is seeking pre-proposals for projects in the Coeur d’Alene Basin to reduce phosphorus loading 

to Coeur d’Alene Lake.  The State has approved $2 million to support this effort. Pre-applications are due by 

September 21, and DEQ staff will work with the applicants to help develop a full proposal.  Pre-applications 

will continue to be accepted after that date, but with a lower priority.  Projects must be on-the-ground actions 

that reduce phosphorus entering the Lake and its tributaries, there must be community support, and the pro-

ject cannot be on federally managed lands.  Projects can include education and outreach efforts, but must 

primarily be on-the-ground work.  Example concepts include, but are not limited to, stream and wetland resto-

ration, enhancement of riparian areas storm water improvement, and land conservation.  Pre-applications 

should be a short narrative that provides the following information.  DEQ staff can also help with the pre-

application. 

 Project title 

 Project description 

 Estimated potential for phosphorus reduction 

 Contact information 

 Estimated cost, sources of funding, and partners 

 Summary of project barriers and community support 

 Project stage (e.g. conceptual, design under development, awaiting permits). 

 Summary of anything the State can due to facilitate collaboration. 

If you have any ideas to discuss, please contact either Craig Cooper (craig.cooper@deq.idaho.gov; 208-666-
4641) or Jamie Brunner (Jamie.brunner@deq.idaho.gov; 208-666-4623). Alternatively, you may contact us by 
calling the DEQ Coeur d’Alene regional office (208-769-1422).  This solicitation for proposals is part of an on-
going effort. DEQ encourages you to contact us and discuss ideas at all stages of development, from concep-
tual to shovel-ready.  The effort to protect Coeur d’Alene Lake and all the streams and rivers in the Basin is 
ongoing, and we anticipate future funding from a range of programs.  

mailto:craig.cooper@deq.idaho.gov
mailto:Jamie.brunner@deq.idaho.gov
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meeting if you’d like.  It still isn’t a proposed pro-
ject, but it may be at some point if we become 
satisfied that it is a project worth implementing." 
Here is the link::   
Fish and Game hosting virtual public meeting on 
Sept. 22 to discuss Priest Lake cold-water by-
pass | Idaho Fish and Game 
 
     Also, below is an interesting article out of the   
Sawtooth Mountains regarding conservation 
groups being the highest bidders for BLM lands.  
This is a new strategy imposed by conservation 
groups to reclaim the leased properties to their 
natural state.  This has also created some dis-
course from ranchers who have possessed those 
leases for some time.  It is a very interesting read 
so please go to the link.  
https://www.ktvb.com/article/news/local/idaho/en
vironmental-group-outbids-rancher-for-idaho-
grazing-lease/277-503fb9d3-f7ef-48b4-913a-
f5717b782fbb 
 

     

On Sunday, September 26th, I had the honor of 
lending moral support to a river clean up organized by 
Cindy Bass of the Castaway Fly Shop  and it's owner 
Joe Roope in conjunction with Dawn Bechtel for  
F.O.R.C., headed up by Sid Clark and Rob Archer.   

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
    The focus of the clean up was "Tires" and I was not 
too keen on dragging water logged tires off the river 
bottom—gettin' too old for that stuff!  
      It was a beautiful day and after the guides that 
volunteered their time for this project took off to the 
launch site, we spent some quality time exchanging 
tales, lies and plans for the future. At about noon, Joe 
and I set out to see if we could locate the rafts and 
see how it was going. We took a ride up pretty high to 
see if we could spot them and while stopped, they 
called to tell us the rafts were full and they were 
headed to the "Mud Hole" (they were just about 
directly below us). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
      
     We headed back down and over to the "Old 
Mission" Boat ramp to shuttle the guys rigs back to 
the "Mud Hole" and got there just as they pulled in! 
Guides Ken Beck and Eligah Gunn did a great job! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     This "Take" barely scratched the surface but it was 
a start. My thanks to everyone for the hospitality and 
showing me what Dedication means!! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Coeur d’Alene River Cleanup 

By JACK HISE 

CONSERVATION from page 7 

A positive attitude and an open 
mind are true characteristics of all 
good fishermen.        ~Kevin Vandam~ 

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fidfg.idaho.gov%2Fpress%2Ffish-and-game-hosting-virtual-public-meeting-sept-22-discuss-priest-lake-cold-water-bypass&data=04%7C01%7C%7C5446f1adcc2a43a4c6a608d983b28af0%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaa
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fidfg.idaho.gov%2Fpress%2Ffish-and-game-hosting-virtual-public-meeting-sept-22-discuss-priest-lake-cold-water-bypass&data=04%7C01%7C%7C5446f1adcc2a43a4c6a608d983b28af0%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaa
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fidfg.idaho.gov%2Fpress%2Ffish-and-game-hosting-virtual-public-meeting-sept-22-discuss-priest-lake-cold-water-bypass&data=04%7C01%7C%7C5446f1adcc2a43a4c6a608d983b28af0%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaa
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ktvb.com%2Farticle%2Fnews%2Flocal%2Fidaho%2Fenvironmental-group-outbids-rancher-for-idaho-grazing-lease%2F277-503fb9d3-f7ef-48b4-913a-f5717b782fbb&data=04%7C01%7C%7C5446f1adcc2a43a4c6a608d98
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ktvb.com%2Farticle%2Fnews%2Flocal%2Fidaho%2Fenvironmental-group-outbids-rancher-for-idaho-grazing-lease%2F277-503fb9d3-f7ef-48b4-913a-f5717b782fbb&data=04%7C01%7C%7C5446f1adcc2a43a4c6a608d98
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ktvb.com%2Farticle%2Fnews%2Flocal%2Fidaho%2Fenvironmental-group-outbids-rancher-for-idaho-grazing-lease%2F277-503fb9d3-f7ef-48b4-913a-f5717b782fbb&data=04%7C01%7C%7C5446f1adcc2a43a4c6a608d98
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ktvb.com%2Farticle%2Fnews%2Flocal%2Fidaho%2Fenvironmental-group-outbids-rancher-for-idaho-grazing-lease%2F277-503fb9d3-f7ef-48b4-913a-f5717b782fbb&data=04%7C01%7C%7C5446f1adcc2a43a4c6a608d98


 

Club Officers 
 
President  
Rich Birkett 
208-660-1975  
birkettstl@gmail.com 

 
Vice-President  
Dave Londeree  
(208) 946-6631  
dlonderee@roadrunner.com  

 
Secretary  
Toni Sommer  
(208) 610-9229  
toni@sommerwholesalenursery.com  

 
Treasurer  
Stephen Sommer  
(805) 878-4613  
stephen@sommerwholesalenursery.com 

 
Trustees 
Renee Blythe  
(208) 660-0384 
rkmenard@yahoo.com 

 
Jack Hise 
(208) 512-9000 
jwhise@twc.com 

 
Mark Vehr  
(208) 449-8808  
ma2ve2@gmail.com 
 

Trustee-at-Large 
Mel Wimmer  
(612) 816-1379  
mrwimmer@msn.com 

 

Committees 
 
Membership  
Toni Sommer  
(208) 610-9229  
toni@sommerwholesalenursery.com 
 

Conservation  
Tom McLaughlin  
(208) 719-0356  
tmclaughlin924@gmail.com  
 

Youth  
Dave Londeree  
(208) 946-6631  
dlonderee@roadrunner.com 

 
Library  
Stephanie Snook  
(208) 818-6831  
ladysnook@hotmail.com 
 
Scott Forssell  
(208) 818-1564  
fishinfu@hotmail.com 

 
David Hodge  
(208) 704-5079  
haydenlakedavid@gmail.com 

 

Raffles  
Dave Gillmor  
(208) 920-9000  
davegillmor@gmail.com 

 
Programs  
Forrest Whitt  
(208) 217-3057  
forrest_whitt@hotmail.com  
 

Newsletter  
Sylvia Bach  
(208) 771-9697  
sylvia.beth.bach@outlook.com 
 
Merchandise  
Adam Mills  
(719) 469-9891 
ak.mills2344@gmail.com  

 
Quartermaster  
Dave Londeree  
(208) 946-6631  
dlonderee@roadrunner.com 
 
Webmaster  
(NEEDED) 
 
Newsletter Proofreader  
Leslie Balsley  
425-785-0511  
RLBalsley@comcast.net 

New Club Name Badges Available 

You may have noticed club members sporting 
new name badges adorned with the club logo 
and the owner’s name. These badges are beauti-
ful, a real work of art. To order one of these new 
badges, please contact Adam Mills (719) 469-
9891 or ak.mills2344@gmail.com and let him 
make an order to the North Idaho Trophy Co. We 
can get a break in cost if we order in higher quan-
tities. The cost is about $15 with a magnetic fas-
tener and about $12 with a pin back.  

 
An alligator type clip may be attached to the pin 
for an additional 80 cents. 
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NIFC Corporate Memberships 
Please support these businesses 

Your Business Card 
Displayed Here and Projected Prior to Every North 

Idaho Fly Casters Club Meeting 

 

Contact Dave Londeree 

(208) 946-6631 
dlonderee@roadrunner.com 

 

Find out more about your  
corporate membership benefits! 
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Photo submitted by 

 (208) 262-9622   605 E. 8th Ave, Suite B, Post Falls, ID 83854 
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